
 SECTION A – LANGUAGE                                                                                   15 marks 

A.  Insert a preposition in the following blanks. The first one has been done for you:                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                           (5marks)   (     ) 

I looked (0) out of the window. The train was heading (1)  _____________ London. We saw 

many things (2) _____________ the way that reminded me (3) _____________ the life I was 

leaving behind. Still, I had to look forward (4) _____________ a new life in London! I 

fumbled (5) _____________ my pockets and took (6) _____________ a pack of chewing 

gum.  I could not hold (7) _____________ the tear that rolled (8) _____________ my cheek. 

I will miss the village (9) _____________ all my heart! I sighed deeply as the train rumbled 

(10) _____________ King’s Cross Station. 

 

B. Put the following verbs in brackets in the correct form. The first one has been done 

for you                                                                                                    (5 marks)      (     ) 

John (0) is looking for a job. Last week he (1) ___________________ (apply) for a part-time  

job at Burger King. He (2)  ___________________ never ___________________ (work) 

before. It (3) ___________________ (be) a new experience for him. He still                            

(4) ___________________ (go)  to school and (5) ___________________ (study)  

engineering. He (6) ___________________ (want) the job so he can make some money, 

which he (7) ___________________ (need) to pay for a new computer as the present one              

(8) ___________________ recently ___________________ (break down). He                        

(9) ___________________ (expect) a reply sometime next week. He                                      

(10) ___________________ (keep) his fingers crossed.  

 

C.  Insert ONE appropriate word in the spaces below. The first one has been done for you:                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                            (5marks)    (     )                                                                                            

Sandwiches make a delicious snack any (0) time. They are a common sight at picnics and 

teas. Interestingly enough, the sandwich is the (1) _______________ of an eighteenth 

century English Earl called John Montagu, who was addicted to card games. He would play 

these games (2) _______________ his friends for long stretches of (3) _______________. 

Often, he even found it rather bothersome to stop his games (4) _____________ meals. One 

day, in the middle of a game, Montagu was served a meal of sliced meat                                 
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(5) _______________   bread. At that time, Montagu was playing the game that required its 

players to cover cards one on top (6) _______________ another. As Montagu looked at  

both the game and his food, an idea came to his (7) _______________  . "I can do the same 

with my food as well," he thought. He took a slice of bread, (8) _______________ a piece of 

meat on it and covered that with another slice of bread. Montagu was very pleased with his 

invention as it allowed him to play cards with one hand and eat his meal with the                 

(9) _______________. Montagu's friends quickly caught on to his idea and they named the 

new invention (10) _______________ him. As Montagu's full title was 'the Earl of Sandwich', 

the new invention became known as a 'sandwich'. 

SECTION B: READING COMPREHENSION                                                                          20marks 

Read the text carefully, which is on a separate sheet, and then answer the following 

questions below. 

1) Underline the answer that best describes the passage:                              (2 marks)    (      ) 

      i)   tortoises; 

      ii)   the discovery of a new species of tortoise; 

      iii)  the dedicated work of FL Sanchez with endangered tortoises  

 

2) Tick ()whether the following are TRUE or FALSE:                                   (5 marks)    (      ) 

   TRUE FALSE 

a The tortoises are very different from each other.                                   

b The test results were inconclusive.   

c The population of the western tortoise is growing.                                

d FL Sanchez took care of endangered tortoises in the wild.                      

e The population of the Galapagos tortoise is at its lowest                        

       

3) How did scientists discover that the tortoises on Santa Cruz were different?(2 marks) (   ) 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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4) How may the new knowledge about the eastern tortoise influence the conservationists’ 

policy regarding the species’ habitat?                                                         ( 2 marks)  (    ) 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

5) Quote a sentence from the passage which shows that there were those who were 

impressed by F. L. Sanchez’s dedication to the tortoises.                               (1 mark)    (    ) 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

6)  Give two reasons why the population of the Galapagos tortoise is at its lowest ever.           

                                                                                                                       (2 marks)   (    ) 

i)     ___________________________________________________________________ 

ii)    ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

7) What do the following refer to in the passage?                                            (3 marks)   (     ) 

it (line 15)           _________________________________________________________      

they (line 26)      _________________________________________________________   

His (line 43)        _________________________________________________________ 

 

8)  Find  words in the passage that mean the same as the following               (3 marks)   (     ) 

         i)  cannot be doubted       __________________________________________________  

         ii)  lives in                         __________________________________________________  

         iii)  increasing                   __________________________________________________ 
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SECTION C: LITERATURE                                                                                               20 MARKS                                          
ANSWER BOTH SECTION A (POETRY) AND SECTION B (PROSE). 

A. UNPREPARED TEXT (POETRY)                                                                                10 marks  (       ) 

Friends 

How good to lie a little while 
And look up through the tree! 
The Sky is like a kind big smile 
Bent sweetly over me. 
  
The Sunshine flickers through the lace 
Of leaves above my head, 
And kisses me upon the face 
Like Mother, before bed. 
 
The Wind comes stealing o'er the grass 
To whisper pretty things; 
And though I cannot see him pass, 
I feel his careful wings. 
 
So many gentle Friends are near 
Whom one can scarcely see, 
A child should never feel a fear, 
Wherever he may be. 
                                                      By Abbie Farwell Brown 

 

Underline the correct answer: 

1) The poem is about:                                                                                         (1 mark)  (     ) 

i)     the poetess being tucked into bed by her mother 

ii) the poetess enjoying nature. 

iii) the sun and wind. 

2) Give the rhyme scheme for stanza 1:   _________________________             (1 mark)  (     ) 

3) Quote a simile from stanza 1.                                                                             (1 mark)  (     ) 

_________________________________________________________________________  

4)  The Wind comes stealing o’er the grass 
     To whisper pretty things…                                         

      What figure of speech is this?                                     (2 marks) (   )      

_________________________________________________________________________  
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5) i) What figure of speech is scarcely see in stanza 4?                                         (1 mark)  (     ) 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

ii) Find another example in the same stanza.                                                    (1 mark)  (     ) 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

6) Why can one hardly see these friends?                                                            (2 marks)  (     ) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________  

7) Name one of the poet’s ‘gentle friends’ mentioned in the poem.                     (1 mark)  (     ) 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PROSE/DRAMA                                                                                                       10 marks (     ) 

B. UNPREPARED TEXT (PROSE)                                                                           10 marks   (      ) 

Read the following text carefully and then answer the questions below.          

                    
The young man in the green parka standing directly beneath the huge circular clock in 
London’s St. Pancras station took the phone away from his ear and checked a blurred image 
on the screen. The English Magician had sent the image: the picture was grainy, the colours 
washed and faded, and it looked like it had been taken from an overhead security camera. It 
showed an older man with short grey hair, accompanied by two blond-haired teens, climbing 
onto a train. 
 

Rising up on his toes, the young man swivelled his head, looking for the trio he’d glimpsed. 
For a moment, he thought he’d lost them in the crowd that was milling around like a herd of 
sheep, but even if he had, they wouldn’t get far: one of his sisters was downstairs; another 
was in the street outside, watching the entrance. 

 
Despite his form, the young man had never been remotely human. He and his sisters had 
first come to this land when it was still joined to the European continent, and for generations 
they had been worshipped as gods. He bitterly resented being ordered about by Dee–who 
was, after all, nothing more than a humani. 

 

1)  Where does the story take place?                                                                               (1 mark) 

________________________________________________________________________  



English – Form 3 – Track 2 – Half Yearly 2016                                                                                                  Page 6 of 7 

 

2) i) What is the genre ( type ) of the story?                                                                         (1 mark) 

a) fantasy;                                     b) romance                                          c) crime 

ii) Find words from the passage which show you this.                                                 (1 mark) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

3) The passage is written in the :   a) first                                                                          (1 mark) 

 b) second 

 c) third  person narrative. 

4)  Quote a simile from paragraph 2.                                                                                (1 mark) 

________________________________________________________________________   

5) What kind of character does the young man in the parka have, as revealed in the last 

paragraph?  Refer to the last paragraph to support your answer.                            (2 marks) 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

6) What was the young man’s opinion of the humani?                                                   (1mark) 

_________________________________________________________________________  

7) Were the young man and his sisters ancient? Refer to the passage to support your 

answer.                                                                                                                       (2marks) 

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

SECTION D:  COMPOSITION                                                                                           25 marks                           

Write a composition on of between 150 –200 words on ONE of the following. 

1. You have built a time machine and can go back in time to change ONE thing in the 

past. Write a story. 

2. Write an email to your friend describing a wonderful experience you have recently 

had. (Make sure to use the correct email format) 

3. Do animals have rights? Discuss. 
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